
Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I, Councillor David Lancaster, Deputy City Mayor in exercise of the powers 
contained within the City Council constitution do hereby:

(1) Note the current position concerning the proposed hydro schemes at 
Charlestown and Adelphi weirs on the River Irwell

(2)  Extend the exclusivity agreement between Lowwood and Salford City Council 
for the development of Charlestown Weir until June 2016.

(3) Give approval to seek interest from community organisations interested in 
developing Adelphi weir for hydro power. 
 
The Reasons are to progress the development of hydro-electricity schemes on the 
River Irwell. The City Council’s interest in both sites is its ownership of the land 
adjacent to the two weirs.  The Hydro stations would sit on this land, rather than in 
the river consequently the council is able to derive a rent from the sites. The 
Council is also keen to promote renewable energy and cut carbon emissions in 
Salford in line with its Climate change strategy and the Greater Manchester climate 
change strategy.  
 
Options considered and rejected were seek other commercial companies in terms 
of developing the Adelphi weir site for hydro-power.
Assessment of Risk - low.
The source of funding is restricted to officer time.
Legal Advice obtained:-
Nicky Smith, Solicitor - Tel. 219 6315

It is possible to extend the term of the exclusivity agreement between the Council 
and Lowwood Products Company Limited by written agreement signed by both 
parties. It should be noted that in the original agreement Lowwood agreed that in 
the event that it decided not to proceed with only one scheme it would reinstate the 
Site planned for the other scheme, so if the company has carried out any works 
which affect  the Adelphi Weir site it should reinstate the site in accordance with  
the terms of the agreement.     

Financial Advice obtained:-.
Joanne Hardman tel. 793 3156

In deciding to extend the exclusivity agreement with Lowwood, it is assumed that 
there would be no financial advantage in offering both sites back to the market.  

Assuming the exclusivity agreement is extended there will be limited financial 
implications for the City Council.  Any costs associated with the development of the 
site will be met by Lowwood. Once the scheme is developed a rental income 
should be received as outlined in the report above.  The change to a % of turnover 



arrangement from the original proposal of % of gross profit should protect the 
Council’s interest by ensuring greater transparency.  The practicalities of charging 
Lowwood once the scheme is operational will need to be developed during the 
formal discussions. The final agreement should require regular provision of 
financial information (which will need to be verified) to allow a quarterly charge to 
be made to Lowwood.

Given some uncertainty around feed in tariffs which makes it difficult to accurately 
develop the business plan, care should be taken to ensure that the Council’s 
interests are protected in case of any financial difficulties.  For example the Council 
would have no budget provision to carry out any decommissioning or remedial 
works so the responsibilities of the developer to meet these costs must be clearly 
set out in any future agreement.

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process.

 Report to the Deputy City Mayor Property Briefing held on 27th October, 
2015

 Climate Change Strategy 2010

Contact Officer:  

Mike Hemingway Tel. 793 3209

Brian Enright Tel.793  3784

This decision is not subject to consideration by another executive lead 
member or strategic director

The appropriate scrutiny panel to call-in the decision is the Growth and 
Prosperity Scrutiny Panel.

Signed: Councillor David Lancaster
Deputy City Mayor 
Dated: 27th October, 2015                                                       

* This decision was published on Tuesday 27th October, 2015                                            
* This decision will come in force at 4.00 p.m. Tuesday 3rd November, 2015                                     

unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.


